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.PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


History in the Making as 1975 Comes to a Close 


THE BIG STORY OF 1975 on Norfolk 
Island was that an era ended. 

The signs of the change weren't ob¬ 
vious. The Island was as green as ever 
(or as dry as ever, depending on the 
season). Mail from family overseas 
still took days to arrive. There were 
good days, and laughing -- and hard 
days, and loneliness. 

But after 119 years as a remote set¬ 
tlement that no one, really, thought 
that much about, Norfolk began to be 
brought into the world. 


Australia said in effect "The present 
Norfolk set-up won't do, " and set a 
Royai Commission to consider how the 
Island should be organised. This step 
alone brought Norfolk to the front of 
the minds of some of the best thinkers 
and most highly-trained public serva¬ 
nts in Australia. It also made Nor¬ 
folk itself think seriously about its po¬ 
sition in the world. Do we want to be 
independent? Most people decided No, 
certainly not. Do we want to merge 
into Australia? Most people decided 


No, certainly not. And so hard think¬ 
ing began - about finance, currency, 
defence, laws, pensions, education* 

And - give or take a few - our 20, - 
000th tourist arrived in the one year. 
Good news for islanders profiting di¬ 
rectly from tourism, but an alarm 
bell to those who cherish the isola¬ 
tion and peace of past years. 

This special issue of the News tries 
to sum up some of the cross-currents 
of the year when Norfolk began to 
move hesitatingly out into die world. 



ALL TERRITORIES INTO NEW DEPT. 


ADMINISTRATION of Norfolk 
Island in Canberra has been shifted 
from the Department of. the Capital 
Territory to the newly-created De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services. 

The Smaller Territories Branch of 
the Department of the Capital Terri¬ 
tory, set up mainly to look after Nor¬ 
folk, is being moved into the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services. 


same team 


Head cf the Branch, Mr. Kevin 
Tilbrook, will continue to be involved 
with Norfolk affairs, as will executive 
assistants Bill Syrette and Lloyd Huston 
and the four men they supervise. 

Norfolk’s new Minister is Sen. 
Reginald Greive Withers, a Western 

Australia solicitor and barrister who 
was formerly Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion in the Senate. 

The permanent head of the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services is 

Mr. Peter Lawler. 

While the Department of the Capi¬ 
tal Territory was virtually unchanged 
in the re-arrangements made by the. 
new Government, Nor oik was detach¬ 
ed from it and put into the new Depart¬ 
ment. Mr. Lou Engledow remains per¬ 


manent head at Capital Territory, but 
no longer has any responsibility on 
Norfolk. 

The shift follows recommendations 
made to the Royal Commission by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and by 
the Department of the Special Minister 

of State that Norfolk and other exter¬ 
nal Australian territories should be 
administered by a single department. 

The Department of the Special 
Minister has been abolished, and its 
functions — including the admini¬ 
stration of Cocos-Keeling and Christmas 
Islands — have been put into Admini¬ 
strative Services along with Norfolk. 


THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE NEWS -- 
•January 12 -- will include more cur¬ 
rent news than this issue, but will 
|have a section focussing on the out- 
-look for 1976. 

I We hope to cover the big plans and 

( objectives for most of the Island’s 
clubs and organisations, 
ft To help us make sure your organi¬ 
sation^ program for the new year is 
•understood and supported, ring us on 
•2348 and let us know you want to be 
included. 




ranks fifth 


Sen. Withers ranks fifth in the new 
Cabinet. In addition to the Special 
Minister of State functions, his depart¬ 
ment has taken over the functions of 
the disbanded Department of the Media, 
and a range of property and survey 
matters including the overseas proper¬ 
ty bureau of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. 

Senator Withers is 51 and is married* 
He served with the R. A. N. for four 
years in World War II and was dis¬ 
charged with the rank of Coder. 


M’Cowan Stays 

HEADMASTER Ian McCovan will 
stay on at Central School for 1976. 

This will be Mr. McGowan’s fifth 
year in charge of the Norfolk school. 

The New South Wales Department o: 
Education had asked him to stay on, 

Mr. McGowan said, waiting on the re¬ 
lease of the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission report. 

.Mr. McGowan said he felt a change 
of headmaster desirable in the usual 
course of events every three or four 
years. 

But with the Australian Government 
still considering direct involvement in 

Norfolk education, the NSW Depart¬ 
ment told him it was counting on bis 
staying until the position became 
clearer. 
















means fabulous music 
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NUMBERS WAS A WORRY TO THE ISLAND COUNCIL 


NORFOLK'S TOURIST industry is 
running four years ahead of the guide¬ 
lines laid down by the Island's Coun¬ 
cil for controlled growth -- and seven 
years ahead of the growth pattern 
suggested by Professor Butland in his 
long-term population study for the 
Island* 

Council supported faster growth 
than Professor Butland, voting that 
20, 000 visitors a year would be about 
right by 1980. 

The total for 1975, which should be 
announced Friday, will be 20, 000, 
give or take a few. 

While tourist growth slowed down 
or even reversed in many parts of the 
Pacific during 1975, Qantas and Air 
New Zealand flights to Norfolk were 
full up for much of the year, and thou¬ 
sands of would-be visitors were turned 
away because seats just weren't avail¬ 
able. 

And if such people had made it here 
somehow, they could have found all 
the accommodation houses booked out. 

bootleg beds 

As the year ends, there are 870 tour¬ 
ist beds in the three hotels, five guest 
houses and 20 flats and motels recog¬ 
nized by the Tourist Board. There are 
a further 50 or so beds in "bootleg" 
rooms and flats. 

Phil Page, President of the Tourist 
Board, says the only way to limit the 
number of tourists is to control the num¬ 
ber of beds available. 

He says it is a fallacy to set some arb¬ 
itrary number of visitors, and refuse to 
accept any more. 

The Tourist Board is for tighter limits 
on the number of beds than Council is. 
Council's guideline is 1,200 beds by 
1980; the Board says 1, 000 is a better 
target. 

Phil points out that if there are 1, 000 
beds for visitors by 1980, the Island 
could be accommodating 25, 619 tour¬ 
ists a year. 

And if the average length of stay is 
shortening -- and the latest indications 
are that the average stay may be down 
to 10£ days now the result would be 
even more dramatic. 

"Should the length of stay be reduced 
to S-J- days, we.would be able to have 
38, 000 tourists by 1980, " Phil told the 
Royal Commission. 

Two impressive plans for large new 
hotels on Norfolk were pretty well 
written off during the year. 

After seemingly endless months of 


wrestling with Canberra and National 
Trust authorities over the details of a 
new Travelodge hotel to be built on the 
Paradise site at Kingston, Travelodge 
found itself caught up in a world-wide 

liquidity squeeze and negotiated its way 
out. 

The Australian Government bought 
back Travelodge’s lease, with the pro¬ 
viso that the hotel chain could go on 
operating the Paradise for another five 
years, to try to recoup its expenses of 
pursuing the development. Then the 
Paradise is to be demolished. 

Dramatic plans for a multi-storey 
hotel at Anson Bay also appeared to be 
a casualty of tighter economic times 
around the world. It was to be built 
on the burnt -out Kingfisher site, and 
also had Council support. 

Planned by Hemisphere Holdings and 
promoted by Mr. Eric Towell, the An¬ 
son Bay development sizzled like a 
gocl foreign-intrigue film with rumours 
of a j^t-set clientele, a casino, links 
with London and Hong Kong interests, 
and hints of providing a big new elec - 
tricity generating plant for the Island. 

But at the last stroke of the clock 
its plans turned out to be quite inade¬ 
quate to the Building Board, the dead¬ 
line for starting was missed, and legal 
action was hinted at. 

In a Gilbert- and-Sullivan finale, it 
turned out that the hotel's building 
permit hadn't been applied for by the 
proper person, and couldn't have been 
accepted in any event. In October it 
was reported that the same application 
would be filed all over again, but as 
1975 draws to a close the Regent King¬ 
fisher looks like becoming another of 
Norfolk’s legends. 

dialler blocks 

•h w m 

p 1 

Meanwhile residents were busy build¬ 
ing much smaller blocks of accommoda¬ 
tion. Two good examples were Lenni e 
Christian-Bailey's Crest Apartments up 
above Music Valley, and Gordie Han- 
cherow’s Ponderosa apartments at Long- 
ridge up above Watermill Valley. 

Others are planned, and one experienced 
proprietor says "The best investment yqi 
can make on Norfolk is an unusual, well- 
built, small block of flats." 

Taking a different tack were Jim Need¬ 
ham and a -small group of fellow-invest¬ 
ors who completed the Hillcrest, a 60- 
bed, two-storey hotel with room ser¬ 
vice and a handsome dining room seat¬ 
ing 100, just as the year ran out. It is 
booked solid for January and February. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 







CASIO TECHNOLOGY 
AT NORFOLK ISLAND PRICES! 

with a foil year’s 

Warranty 


Casi o 
"Pocket-Mini" 

only 122.00 


NEW froa the 
world’s leading 

Manufacturer of 
quality personal 
calculators 
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see the* atI 
ABC HOBBY SHOP 
The PIONEERS 
HIBISCOS RADIO I 
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"Personal 

Mini" 

only 

114.00 



also: Casio "Heeory 8 A” with Independent nenory only 125.00 

and even sore advanced node's for engineers, mathenat clans 
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Proprietor: J. W. BTZ PATRICK 
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SEVERAL RESTORATION PROJECTS WERE COMPLETED 
AS WORK CONTINUED ON CONVICT-ERA BUILDINGS 




RESTORATION of classic Georgian 
1 ‘tidings in Kingston was interrupted 
twice during 1975 by events outside 
Norfolk control, but solid progress was 
made nonetheless. 

In March, Cyclone Alison ripped 
tarpaulins off the "New Military Bar¬ 
racks" -- Norfolk's Administration 
headquarters -- and tons of rain poured 
through into the building. 

The roof had been removed, for re¬ 
placement. 

Furniture and files through all the 
building but the Administrator’s office 
were soaked. 

As a result, plans to re-roof and re¬ 
paint the building were converted in¬ 
to a much more extensive rehabilita¬ 
tion. 

'.n November and December, restor¬ 
ation work was disrupted again as the 
Australian Senate blocked the supply 
of money needed for Government op¬ 
erations. The restoration program is 
being paid for by Australia, and when 
funds stopped, work had to stop. 

Only emergency work at Government 
House and at "Mendham’s Cottage" in 
Quality Row was continued. Many of 

the Restoration Team workmen were 

•* 

shifted to work needed at the school, 
which is financed by the Island itself. 

As a result the school .will have an ex¬ 
panded manual arts room, a staff com¬ 
mon room, and a generally bright and 
tidy look sooner than might have been 
the case. 

All Saints Church was given a new 
roof and was repainted, though some 
lew joinery work remains to be done. 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH: LOVELY RE¬ 
STORATION LARGELY DONE, BUT 
PEELING PAINT IS A WORRY. ► 

MAIN WORKSHOPS BUILDING AT ▼ 
THE NEW WORKS DEPOT — A 
{279, 000 GIFT FROM AUSTRALIA 


The church's foundation walls were 

# 

drilled and a damp-sealing chemical 
was fed through the holes. 

As the year went along, however, the 
new paint began discolour ng and flak¬ 
ing in places, and mainland experts 
are not certain what the cause and solu¬ 
tion may be. There is some thought 
that it may be a mistake to try to 
keep dampness from bleeding through 
the outer walls: perhaps this might 
simply drive the dampness through the 
inner walls, or contain it within the 
walls, and cause future problems for 
the masonry. 

In the course of restoration work on 
the A dm in building, it was decided to 
replace all the windows with new join¬ 
ery. While the new roof has been com¬ 
pleted, painting of the building has 
been put oif until the new joinery work 
is done. This will mean that scaffold - 


jolnery and painting done, rather than 
moving the scaffolding around the 
building once for each of the jobs. 

Perhaps the largest single project In 
the restoration program during 1975 was 
the building of a brand-new Works 

Depot on Admin property off New 
Cascade Road, Paid for by Australia, 
the new Depot will provide vastly im¬ 
proved working conditions for the 
largest of the Admin’s departments. 

But the impetus for building the new 
Depot was to allow the works teams 
to move out of the Old Military Bar¬ 
racks at Kingston, so they can be re¬ 
stored. This work will sun in the 
next few months. 

Klaus Teichert, one of the chief 
architects directing the restoration pro¬ 
gram for Australia, says the restora¬ 
tion of the Old Military Barracks will 
be the set-piece of the whole pro¬ 
gram. 

In some respects, he says, other 
restoration done so far has been large¬ 
ly a tuning-up for the big job at the 

(turn to page 7, please) 
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New stock at Miltons: 


CAMERAS 

Complete range of 
new “K” series 
Asaihi Pentax 

Nikon-Topcon 

Minolta 


HI-FI 

Marantz 

Wharfedale 

Leak • Sansui 

Dual 
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Barracks, which will be .much the most 
expensive project in the program. 
Extensive work was done at Govern¬ 


ment House in 1975, mostly on the 
eastern section of the building, where 
a pretty much disused collection of 
rooms has been restored and made suit¬ 


able for accommodating high-ranking 
visitors to the Island. 


The walled stockyard of Government 
House, down toward Emily Bay, is 
stacked with timber drying out for the 

new twin-gabled roof that will go on 
in 1976. 


Near Kingston pier, the "old gaol 
cottage" has been restored, and is in 
use as headquarters for the Restoration 
Team. It is the end cottage of what 
used to be a row of six. Its western 


end, where its neighbouring cottage 
started, has been left unfinished so 

i 

that visitors can see some of the early 
construction methods used when the 


Second Settlement was being built. 
The masonry footings of the five van¬ 
ished cottages have been uncovered, 
and the plan of the original row can 
now be seen. 


Number seven Quality Row has been 
largely restored over the past year. 

A much smaller project, but one 
of intrigue to tourists, was scrub trees 
and weeds from the ruins of houses at 
the eastern end of Quality Row, near 
the Paradise hotel. Timber steps 
have been built into the ruins, and 
visitors from now on will be able to 


see clearly what most of the houses 
were like before they were restored. 

As 1975 began, there was concern 
among members of Council and others 
on Norfolk that the restoration pro¬ 
gram was being carried out by Austral¬ 
ia without much discussion with people 
on the Island, and that future uses 
for the restored buildings were being 

decreed by officials on the mainland. 

But toward the end of March the 


Australian Inter-Departmental Com¬ 


mittee responsible for the restoration 
met on the Island, and talked at length 


4 * 


w th Council about the plans. 

As the situation was described by M 
Lou Engledow, Australia would be 

happy to be guided by Norfolk wishes 
in deciding how the buildings should 
be used once they are restored. But 
he emphasised that plans had to be 
made in the early stages of work, and 

pressed Council to decide what it actu¬ 
ally wanted. 

As the year progressed, the Royal Com 
mission into Norfolk’s future distracted 
much attenti on from the Restoration 


Program, and Council made little fur¬ 
ther progress in thinking about the fut¬ 
ure uses of the Kingston historic build- 

But from the discussions with the 


mgs 


Inter-Departmental Committee, it 
seemed that Council wanted 

Council Chambers and the Norfolk 
Island Court in the Old Military Bar¬ 
racks, once they are restored; 

♦Administration staying whereat is 
now; 

►Australian Ministerial offices in the 


Old Military Barracks; 

Jj(>The Island’s Registry moving into 
the space where the courtroom is now; 

•The Crank Mill restored, but for 
what purpose it isn’t yet clear (it had 
been suggested as Council Chambers, 
but Council rejected that idea); 

•A Norfolk Museum taking over the 
Officers' Quarters building. 

Until the Old Military Barracks have 
been restored -- probably in 1978 
the decisions on such questions won’t 
seem to be as urgent as they are. There 
will be a shortage of Admin space un¬ 
til then, and if a Museum is establish¬ 
ed as planned, it may be given only 
the top floor oi the Officers Quarters 
to start with. 




ti 
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A" BUILDING AT THE NEW WORKS 

DEPOT, AND THREE OF THE MEN 
IN CHARGE - WORKS SUPERVISOR 
BOONY BUFFETT, GEORGE STAM¬ 
PER OF HOUSING & CONSTRUCTI¬ 
ON DEPT. IN SYDNEY, AND JOHN 
PETERS. OF BROOMHEAD’S. 




SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 


late in the day on 


\ 


Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 







Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 


comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as ; 
promptly as possible. 


SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 



I 


NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS. BRUSHES, CAN- 
!: V A S. BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + "PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 


SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK 



AT THE MILK BAR 



* * 
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AVAILABLE FOR IWCOIATE DELIVERY 


WE CAN ADVISE 



TERMS 


The Suzuki L50. 

Its specifications and features 
you*ll want to look into when 
you're in the market for a new 
worker on your payroll. 



The Suzuki L51. With drop 
sides and tailgate it’s a 
functional in pick-up or heavy 
loads. In back is a full 1865 x 1215mm 
of loading space. 



Central Service Station / Martin’s Agencies 








































EVEN ON NORFOLK YOU COULDN'T GET AWAY FROM 



INFLATION. BUT FOOD PRICES SEEMED STEADIER 


air nm zeatan 



JU6T ABOUT EVERYTHING cost 
more in 1975. 

Fares, freight, fuel, food --up 
they went. 

Maybe the increase in the cost of 
eating was the rise that struck closest 
to Island households, as every visit 
to the food retailers seemed to reveal 


higher prices. 

That was the year that many Island¬ 
ers went back to the land — on a part- 
time basis, anyway --as prices of 

fruit and vegetables grew faster than 
the plants. 

All the same, there were signs that 
prices of imported foods might be 
levelling off. 

And that, if true, would be just as 
welcome :o Keith and Judy Jarvis at 
the Milk Bar as to Island housewives. 


The latest shipment of Edgell frozen 
food had dropped slightly, Judy said, 
checking her records. 

"Flour and sugar have dropped, too" 

she said, 'although it*s a fairly small 
drop’*. 

A 2 kgm bag, which had been $1.14, 
was down to $1. 08. 


As a matter of fact, it was a bit of 
shrewd negotiation with the Australian 
C.S.R # Company that brought the price 
down from $1.96 a 2 kgm bag. 

Instead of charging Norfolk the 
w r orld price, C.S.R. agreed to charge 
the Papua New Guinea contract rate. 

"Still a lot higher than Australia'* 

Keith noted "but it meant the price 

came down 50 per cent almost over¬ 
night. 

But, by and large, the picture has 
been one of steadily rising grocery bills. 
"It's not just the invoiced cost, 


tt 


Judy explained, referring to her records 


again, 

Keith agreed. "Shipping costs seem¬ 
ed to rise every second ship, " he said. 

Judy provided the figures. In 
December 1973, freight cost from 
Sydney was $32. 50 a cubic meter, gen¬ 
eral cargo, and $57.10 for frozen cargo. 

By December 1975, these had risen 
to $60.70 and $80.20 respectively. 

And on top of those rates went the 
recently-introduced bunkering sur¬ 
charge, at present 6| per cent. 

As cargo rates rose, lighterage and 
cartage went up too. 

"Another thing that affects prices, 
and caises a lot of fluctuation that 


probably puzzles people, is waiting 
time," Judy said. 

A ship arrives at Sydney to load for 
Norfolk. 

Firms are notified, and they send 
their trucks along to the wharf 


Maybe the wharfies suddenly de¬ 
cide to call a three-hour slopwork 
meeting. Or maybe a bottleneck 
develops. Or maybe there is just 
plain inefficiency. 

j te result is the same -- the trucks 


flights depart 


11.45a* 


have to sit on the wharf perhaps two 
or three hours, perhaps all day. 

"Then the firms charge us $10, $25, 
$32 waiting time'’ Judy said. "And it 
has to be costed in the next shipment." 

Damage is anothe r worry. Usually 
something like ten per cent or a bit 
more of foodstuffs imported arrives at 
the shop damaged. 

With two ships unloading early 
December, this went as high as one 
third. 


Monday 


Wednesday 


Friday 


Saturday 


to AUCKLAND 


Insurance covers only part of the loss- 
not the labour cost involved in salvag¬ 
ing what can be salvaged. 

For instance, a pallet of soft drinks- 1 
arrived recently with every carton 
damaged. . 

Each one of the 672 bottles had to i Tiignts are 


where connecting 


be inspected and repacked. 

"The labour factor in salvaging 
goods is high -- it's a time consuming 
operation, " Keith commented. 

Something that worries Keith is the 
possibility that damage to consign¬ 
ments will run so high that insurance 
companies will all pull out of Norfolk 
because premiums get so high, with 
losses so heavy. 

One has already -- Phoenix. "They 

did all our insurance: fire and general, 
Keith said. 


available 


to other N.Z 


destinations 


daily DC10 flights 


Wages add to the cost pressure too, 
"Wages have risen by one-third in 
the last two years, ” Judy said. 
Another hidden cost is credit. 


to Los Angeles 


More and more companies are insist¬ 
ing on payment when the foodstuffs 
are delivered to the wharf. 

The Jarvises report about $10 p 000 
credit sales a month. 

This has to be covered by the over¬ 
draft, " Judy pointed out. 

Since they took over the Milk Bar, 
more accounts have been opened and 
the average account is much bigger. 

Still, there was one bright spot, 

Keith said. When they came, they 
were worried by the free-and-easy 
way cheques were accepted -- with 
corrections, alterations, damaged, 
all sorts of discouraging cheques. 

As long as it was a Norfolk Island 
cheque it was accepted. 

With some misgivings, the Jarvises 
continued the custom. 

And, despite cashing up to 500 
cheques a week, only one has ever 
bounced. 


with connections 


to London 


consult 


Bums 


Phi Ip 


Travel 


at Burnt Pine 
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Cyclone Alison 


was a big blow 

» T * i 

for Norfolk 

i r WAS ALISON’s year, 1975, as 
far as weather went. 

Visitors and islanders alike spent an 
uneasy 48 hours as the cyclone passed 
by 50 miles off on its way south. 

Norfolk was just that distance away 
from catastrophe during the weekend 
of March 7 and 8, for around the heart 
of the tropical revolving storm winds 
were spinning at 120 miles an hour. 

Yet the 70 mph winds skirting Ali¬ 
son's storm centre were disaster enough 
dumping 17 inches of rain on the island 
while ripping iron sheeting off roofs, 

snapping power lines and toppling mat¬ 
ure trees. 

. It was October before sawmillers con¬ 
verted the last cyclone-felled pines in¬ 
to timber. 


At the Admin building, where restor¬ 
ation men had stripped the slates off 
in preparation for re-roofing, heavy 
tarpaulins held till Saturday night. 

Then the brass eyelets pulled out. 

Admin volunteers climbed 50 foot 
ladders in driving rain and gale winds 
to wrestle the 450 square yards of boom¬ 
ing canvas down to the rafters and ham¬ 
mer it fast. But more than a thousand 
gallons had cascaded into the building, 
sluicing down the spiral staircase, 
swirling papers and books round the 
three floors of the old convict-built 
offices, 

November just past was driest for 
45 years, with only 19 points recorded, 
against the average of 91 for that montj). 

For the statistically minded, here's 
the year as it looked close to the end* 
courtesy of weather officer Bob Jones. 

Sunshine: Daily average 6,8 hours, 
average for 1975 6.6 hours. 

Rainfall: Yearly average 1252 mm. 
Eleventh month average 1266 mm; 

1975 total 11 months 1234 mm. High- • 
est fall recorded for 1975, 84 mm. 

March 9. 

Monthly rainfall, (average bracket¬ 
ed): January 48 (87), February 25 (104), 
March 220 (106), April 212 (127), May 81 
(144), June 163 (153), July 130 (148), 
August 107 (139), September 168 (93), 
October 61 (94), November 19 (71). 

Temperatures: Average daily maxi¬ 
mum 21. 5 (21.3). Average daily mini¬ 
mum 16.7 (16.3). Highest recorded 
temperature 26.5 c on December 20, 

21 and 22. Lowest recorded temper¬ 
ature 11.6 c July 25. 

■ 

■ 

Average December maximum temp¬ 
erature 23 c. Average July minimum 

13.6 c. 
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The centenary of the laying of th 
foundation stone of the Melanes¬ 
ian Chapel was celebrated in 
November with an afternoon 
service and a picnic in the 
Chapel grounds. 


But few islanders went and 
it was obvious that die long¬ 
standing feeling against the 
Chapel remained generations 
after the closing of the Mission 
college the Chapel served. 


BUILDING APPROVALS WERE HARDER, APPLICATIONS 
TO THE BOARD SHOVED A MARKED DECLINE IN 1975 


BUILDING APPLICATIONS consider¬ 
ed by the Building Board dropped from 
55 in 1974 to 37 in 1975. 

The Board's requirements for detail¬ 
ed plans became considerably stricter 
during the year, and it appears that 
the days when an application could be 
filed on the strength of a rough sketch 
are over. 

While some applications were with¬ 
drawn at the early discussion stage, 
only three were rejected outright. Two 
of these were for signs: one advertising 
Goodyear Tyres at Duncombe Bay Gar¬ 
age, and a directional sign for Silky 
Oaks Stables proposed for Queen Eliza¬ 
beth Avenue. The other was for the 
Regent Kingfisher HoteL 

Applications considered by the 
Board and recommended for approval 
by the Administrator were; 


Air Norfolk: erection and extension 
of commercial premises. 

Prouds: alterations to roof. 

World Traders: erection of store. 

K. Jarvis; extensions to The Milk Bs 
V. Nobbs and C. Donkin: erection 
of a new store. 

Rotary Club: erection of barbecue 
at Kingston. 

R. Cavill: a fence and pagoda at 
Garrison Restaurant. 

D.B. Adams: imitation brick wall. 
Seventh Day Adventists; new church, 
A. Maxwell; picket fence at bakery, 
K. Jarvis; extension to office. 


R. S. L. Club: alterations and addition 
of verandah. 

R. Hamilton-Irvine: bedrooms and 
transit lounge. 

J. Hooper: freezer and coolroom. 

Mobil Oil; fuel tanks at airport. 

M. Evans: residence on Crown Lease 
land. 

R. Wiltshire: coolroom. 

Mullaney & Magri: new workshop in 

New Cascade Road. 

S. Ryves; extension to commercial 
and agricultural premises (sub¬ 
ject to Council consideration). 

Mobil Oil: extension of shed and 
weathercoves. 

Evans & Boniface: erection of new 
workshop. 

M, Inglis* extension of flats (subject 
to Council consideration.) 

Panorama Court: extensions for transit 
lounge and office. 

K. Jarvis: extensions for freezer. 

K.. Alston: alterations to commercial 
premises. 

B. Nunn; extensions to domestic resi¬ 
dence (subject to consideration of 
subdivision). 

Bowling Club: extension of toilet 
facilities. 

Members of the Building Board at 
present are Cr. Roy Smith, chairman-, 
Verne Alston. Byron Burrell. Lennie 
Christian-Bailey, the Official Secre¬ 
tary (Gil Hitch), the Building Inspect¬ 
or (Jack Clapp) and the Health Inspec¬ 
tor (Tony Guiseppi), 
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QAHTAS GAVE NOTICE, AND THE SEARCH BEGAN IN 

EARNEST FOR AIRLINES WITH SUITABLE AIRCRAFT 

■ 


THE WINGED red kangaroo ot 
Qantas Is wearying of its Sydney- 
Norfolk hop. 

With the Australian international 
carrier anxious to quit, four other air¬ 
lines nave made strong bids for the 
potentially profitable tourist traffic. 

The home team, Norfolk Island 
Airlines, was first to lay cards on the 
table, and did so at the Royal Com¬ 
mission. 

Using the same forum, East-West, 
Ansett and T.A.A. followed. 

The public hearings of die Com¬ 
mission ended amid a confusion of 
claims and counter claims -- partly 
about company resources and govern¬ 
ment policy but largely about the 
type of aircraft that would be most 

suitable. 

The reason Qantas wanted out was 
standardisation on Boeing 747s 
. jumbo jets. 

Their 707s are to be phased out by 
1980, Qantas told the Royal Commis¬ 
sion. 

Even if they put 707s on the Norfolk 
run, 1981 would see them back in 


square one, using an obsolete aircraft 
for the run, with its own crews and 
service department. 

That's what has happened now, with 
DC4s. 

The which-aircraft, what-operator 
puzzle began to loom larger last May 
when the Department of the Australian 
Capital Territory released its ’’Environ¬ 
mental Impact Statement’ on the up¬ 
grading of the airport. 

The cost of the upgrading was esti¬ 
mated to be from $5 million to more 
than $7 million, to make the airport 
accommodate Boeing 707s, 727s or 

Douglas DC9s. HU B liill B! I 

Qantas sought a subsidy of $3/4 mil¬ 
lion a year from the Australian Govern¬ 
ment to continue flying DC4s to Nor¬ 
folk until the airport was upgraded. 

At present, Qantas said, they were 
servicing Norfolk only because the 
Australian Government appeared to 
want the service continued. 

DC4$, Qantas said, cost 67 cents 
per available tonne-kilometer, com¬ 
pared with 30 cents for the 707s. 

In August, Norfolk Island Airlines 


bought into the game and laid some 
v bold cards on the table: no fare in¬ 
creases on the present 12 cents a mile, 
present fares to pay for most of the 
airport upkeep, improved mail and 
freight service, and the quietest jet 
in the world ---a new version of the 
Fokker F.28 Fellowship. 

NIA could take over from Qantas 
inside three months, financial advisor 
Graham Hitchins said, and would buy 
its-own F.28 in 15 months time. 

NIA was wholly Norfolk-owned, 

Mr. Hitchins stressed. 

Emphasising its growing stature, 

NIA had taken delivery earlier in the 
year of its Beechcraft Super King Air, 
making four scheduled trips to Bris¬ 
bane each week. 

In late November Mr. hitchins 
said NIA would offer the Council a 
substantial free shareholding, in re¬ 
turn for exclusive rights to the Island's 
air service. 

Meanwhile, East-West Airlines had 
told the Commission that the Norfolk 
run, with its medium traffic-density, 
was precisely their kind of business 
and in fact would make up 10 per cent 
of it. 

Within six months East-West could 

* <*• 

put prop-jet Fokker F27s, with long 
range fuel tanks, on the route, and 
within 18 months, the F28 jet. 


YOU CAN BE IN QUEENSLAND 



ONLY 3 HOURS via PRESSURISED PROP-JET 


FASTEST & POST FREQUENT^ 
I FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA ! 

I Flights Leave ' 

MONDAY 8.30am * 

] WEDNESDAY 2p. ' 

! SATURDAY 8.30an , 

ft ,p fjh m # ' 4 . * s HI 


SUNDAY 8.30am 

jr #' V ^ 

ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 
IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 
-- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 




SERVICE DIRECT TO BRISBANE 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


LORO HONE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND CN THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 
ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 
PORT MACQUARIE, COFFS HARBOUR OR BRISBANE. 


Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 

4 


CALL AT ( JR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 


9 
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Cost of upgrading the airport to take 
F28s was more like $1 million. East- 
West said. 


The Vi- W Fokker International 
company backed up East-West's 
claims, criticising the Environmen¬ 
tal Impact Study of the upgrading o- 

Norfolk airport for not taking the F28 
into account. 


The Commission was later told 

Fokker was carrying out a feasibility 
study for NIA. 1 

Ansett proposed using a plane still 

on the drawing board ---the Dehavi- 
land Dash-7. 


No work at all would be needed on 

me Norfolk airport for the new prop- 
jet. r y 

The plane would be much quieter 
than the faster jets. 

However, the earliest a Dash-7 
could be delivered for use on Norfolk 
would be May 1978. 

T. A. A. played its trump card of a 
$171.40 return fare Norfolk-Sydney. 

But this would apply only if it was able 
to use Boeing 727s, landing up to 108 
passengers and 2040 kgm of cargo on 
Norfolk at a time. 


ment departments, was going to be a 
major task in itself for the Royal Com¬ 
missioner, Sir John Nimmo. 

Then there was the problem of the 
most suitable aircraft for the job. 

All planes had their pros and cons. 

The big jets would be far cheaper, 
and provide a quicker trip.' 

But they would call less often, and 
postal and freight services would be¬ 
come less frequent. More passengers 
would arrive and leave each flight, 
calling for a bigger terminal (already 
overcrowded by DC4 passengers). 

The most serious problem facing the 
big jets was the cost of upgrading 
estimates ranging from $5 million to 
$7 million and rising steadily. 

Would money like this be justified? 
The huge investment would be even 
more serious, should Norfolk Council 
eventually take over the running of the 

airport, and try to keep it out of the 
red. 


Norfolk. m 

Smaller aircraft brought different 
problems -- among diem smaller pay- 
loads, fewer passengers and a shorter 
range, in some cases, than desirable 
from the point of safety. 

Prop-jets were quiet but slow. 

Small pure jets were quick but less t 

qu ie t. 

Norfolk Island Airlines' bid attracted 
criticism that could be shrugged off 
by the bigger operators -- questions of 
back-up facilities and resources. 

Cpuld NIA really provide necessary 
service facilities, it was asked. 

How could Norfolk fly the route with 
only one or two planes? 

And then, how could NIA make the 
one route pay, when the big airlines 
were finding the going hard with sev¬ 
eral routes to service? 


Assessing the competing claims not 
only of the airlines and their aircraft 
suppliers, but of Australian Govern- 


The prospect of blasting more .than 
50, 000 cubic yards of rock from one 
part of tne Island and transferring it to 
another raised the ire of many, as did • 
the prospect of far more noise from the 


big jets -- possibly enough to damage 
buildings, a point deserving some con¬ 
sideration on historically-attractive 

iOfiDfini A'MTCJI lf V<¥ T iM^ m m m*m. m — ■— — — - 


The objections were fielded by 

Mr. Hitchins, who promised more fact 
and figures. 

Meanwhile the DC4s continue -- 
quite reliably, but at a loss. Their 
successors must be chosen, and whethe 
the new choice can be delayed until 
late 1976, when die Royal Commission 
report is anticipated, depends on the 

patience of Qantas and Australia in ab¬ 
sorbing losses. 




■r 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 



South 


CASUAL 


GUEST POLICY 


Paeifie 


hotel/motel limited 


A. 



one 

and 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. £ 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served* at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may nt in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk IslanB Pines. 

'ii 

The luncheon menu always includes 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or Si.50, 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdipner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 

% * 

and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-cqloured uniforms. 

Two requests, pleases ipake bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. ? 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 

in your visit ... you'll want to return. 

• • 
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‘IMMIGRATION is probably the 
controversial thing on this Island* * for¬ 
mer Administrator E. T. Pickerd said 
at Council meeting last June. 

Speaking with emotion, he rejected 
innuendoes that bias or preference occur¬ 
red in immigration decisions. 

Such suggestions were “insulting, 
slanderous and libelous, “ he thundered. 

During the year the workings of the 
immigration controls became clearer 
than ever before. Mr. Pickerd descri¬ 
bed some of them. Administrative 
Officer David Buffett mentioned others 
before the Royal Commission, Still 
others spilled out in Council meetings. 
The facts that emerged are these: 
About 965 people have permanent 
residence status; 750 of these are adults. 

About 75 people have “enter and 
remain" status granted before the Hon. 
Gordon Bryant ordered these permits be 
stopped in May, 1974. The ban still 
applies, and 50 or so people who hope 
to stay on Norfolk for good have to be 
content with temporary entry permits 
that run out every six months. A 
number of these temporary permit hol¬ 
ders were apparently given assurance 
that they would be allowed to go on re¬ 
newing their permits indefinitely. 

About 450 people are on tempor¬ 
ary permits. Most of these are allow¬ 
ed to come to Norfolk because of job 
vacancies that residents can't or don't 


IMMIGRATION RESTRICTIONS WEE ONE OF 1975'S 


HOTTEST ISSUES 



want to fill. Many of them are re¬ 
garded merely as part of a transient 
labour force, needed to help the Island 
get by. 

♦ Between 500 and 600 people bom 

on Norfolk are living in Australia and 
New Zealand. Under preseiit policies 
any of them has the right to return to 
the Island to live. jl I 

• Decisions as to who else is admit¬ 
ted, or who is given residential status, 
are made by the Immigration Review 
Board, which was set up in 1972 by Mr. 
Pickerd. It includes the Administrator, 
the Executive Officer, and the five 
Councillors who polled the most votes 
in the last election. In theory, the 
Minister in Canberra has the final say 
on immigration disputes, but the Citi¬ 
zens* Association says the Minister 
never deviates from the advice he's 
given by the Administrator. In theory 
the Administrator therefore has the 
power -- but the Administrator has 
accepted the Review Boarcj’s advice in 
every immigration case since the Board 
was formed. 


Hobby Centre 


opp. South Pacific 


/\eroplanes 


oats 


ars 


MODEL KITS 


TRAINS 


CALCULATORS 

■■HE q/ 5 f \ 

RADIOS CASSETTE PLAYERS 

ACCESSORIES 


THE LAW ISN'T CLEAR 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


Meetings of the Board are private, 
and their reasons for approving or re¬ 
jecting an application are not made 
public. Members of the Board made 
it clear at a recent Council meeting 
that they*d quit the Board if its proceed¬ 
ings became public knowledge. 

The Board considers a range of 
matters about an applicant, some of 
which aren't mentioned in the Immigra¬ 
tion Ordinance - and which perhaps 
couldn't be spelled out in legally sound 
terms. These include the personal im¬ 
pressions of people who know the appli¬ 
cant, personal judgments of how he or 
she would fit into the Island, and 
whether the applicant has school-age 
children who would add to the burden 
on the school, as well as judgments of 
whether the person's skills are needed 
on the Island. "I think Norfolk Island 
should be run somewhat like a club, " 
one witness told the Royal Commission,^ 
and in immigration matters it is. 

There is no early prospect that the 
system will change radically, and in 
the absence of an up-to-date immigra¬ 
tion law there is probably no workable 
alternative to the present club-commit¬ 
tee style of controls. "Unless you have 
people who are firm in their resolve, 
and fair^n their resolve, you'd have 
5, 000 people on this Island in less 
than three years, " Mr. Pickerd said. 

Meanwhile possible challenges to 
the controls are on the horizon. The 
Citizens’ Association cites examples 
of some temporary entry permit-hol¬ 
ders being able to change jobs with¬ 
out fuss, while most such people are 
required to leave the Island and come 
back before they can take a new job. 

A Supreme Court suit has been propos¬ 
ed if the regulation is enforced in one 
particular case. | fa |mBM 

tn June Australia's new Racial Dis¬ 
crimination Act started coming into 
effect. It applies to Norfolk, and bans 
any privilege or restriction based on an 
individual's descent. 

■p? 

And on Lord Howe Island,!a NSW 
act now in preparation will end spe¬ 
cial landholding and voting privileges 
for people bom on the island. When 
it goes into effect, anyone will be 
able to move to Lord Howe, and any¬ 
one with three years’ residence will 
have rights equal to anyone else’s. 

Some Lord Howe islanders fear the 
new law will bring wide-open land 
speculation, and will be the end of 
much that has been good about the 
island way of life. 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors — Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Hap of the Island. 



Many Duty-free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
•from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5. 30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say ‘'this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
•work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -** envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 

you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day* 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O, staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 

unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. ^ . 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren’t sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 

Traders. 

AID, INFO AND ADVICE 
FROM TOURIST BUREAU 

Thea Fyfe and Edith Adams provide 
an invaluable and impartial fountain 
of information, wailing wall and 
booking service at the tiny Tourist 
Bureau in Burnt Pine. They are on 
hand from 9am to noon, and from 2pm 
to 4pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
^and Friday. On Wednesday and Satur- 



TOURIST BUREAU’S MINI-OFFICE 

day the Bureau does not open in the 
afternoon, but its window is a sort of 
public notice board that visitors refer 
to at all houjs. 

See Thea or Edith to book an island 
tour, a coral reef boat trip, a fishing 
excursion, a horseback ride, a barbe- 
que, an island dinner; to hire a car, 
change a booking, make future book¬ 
ings, or buy various Norfolk publicat¬ 
ions. 


Good Phone and Gable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 


International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main* shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesfc Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 



a complaint? a 

There is a suggestion box at the 
Bureau; or write the Newt. P. O 


bouquet 

t the Touris 


Box 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
lOarri to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10an 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

I hree minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes*. 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4,68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gilla: 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sundav. 

m 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for sport - 
ing people on the road. 



PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town* 
but when you get there 
you w ill find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpexi 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 


“ T ,T ; p 

vns>7 

■ ‘ m tistr- 

.** tt 

/fj/ 



" SR niA sat 
b; WJTM 

14 c 

£ 





TKKK K '.Si WSJ 




Back issues - variet 





sets 


PeCHESNE’S STORE hospital Comer 
(we are also the source for back issues 


























© COPYRIGHT 1975 by The Norfolk Island News 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


MtBFmM. 


Here are a few of the many things to $ 


on 


the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at tlie Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB -- visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS.- Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTA LAND DENTA L SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 

(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 


A NSON BAY 


CASCADE PIER 



STEELS POINT 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 




THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS — 7.30 am to 9 p 



(Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that. . ♦.) 


We want ro help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 

.novelties.. .mainland newspapers. • . tinopeners., .candles...first aid requirements*.. olives, pickles, nuts and con— 
diluents...picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them., .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & Late. 















Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought•••Reading...a Lifetime 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island's only ’ bottle shop” is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Mond ay through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the L>ond imports 
mo’st of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island H ospital. 

9.30-11.30 and 2-3 Mon-M 
LfUULUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
VI si tl nq 111-128 2-4; 7-8.30 

—»* P M ■ I .1 1 ■ 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you w?sh there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 


That correct gentleman, 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored oTshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 

the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power, King took along 24 settles, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 

■# 

abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty” mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 

created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 

- became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


had worked very hard to farm the 

iy be forwarded to the NeWs.P.CtBox 94. land and eke out an existence, and 



time when some of the crudest 


Visitors Welcome at ,. 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Mass on Sundays at 8. 00 am and at 
9.30 am. 

Father Des* Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 

All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun- 
day^-(Communion 1st Sun. in month). 
St. Barnabas evening prayer service 
7.30 pm Sundays. Sunday School at 
9.15 am. Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11am and 7.30pm. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.nu. 

Pastor (from mid-Jan.) Laurie Gilrn 


















Round-the -World 


SW Reception 
with Powerful 

1-Band Portable 


INCLUDING VHF AIRCRAFT 




THE WORLD'S MOST EXPERIENCED 

1 

~ TRANSISTOR MANUFACTURER 

% 

1954 First successful production of 
transistors in Japan 

1955 Marketed the first all-trans¬ 
istor radio 

1957 Marketed the world's first 
pocketable radio and all - 
transistor 2-band 

1958 Marketed the world's first 
all-transistor FM radio 


CRF-5090 Earth-Orbiter 9-Band Portable Radio 


This wide-ranging 9-band, solid-state SONY portable offers all the ex- 
citing sounds from the four corners of the globe, its powerful 2.7W 
output ensures superb reception of the FM, LW and MW bands as well 
as six of the most popular international shortwave bands. Reception of 
SSB (single sideband) and CW { continuous wave by Morse code) signals 
is free from noise or distortion, thanks to the use of a BFO (Beat Fre¬ 
quency Oscillator) and RF or Manual Gam Control. Quick, easy and 
accurate tuning of al! wavebands is now possible with SONY'S newly 
developed SLED (SONY Light-Emitting Diode) which lights red when the 
station is tuned in precisely. Extra sensitivity is assured by solid-state 
circuitry and a telescopic antenna, while a 
3-gang variable capacitor in the FM tuner pulls in 
weak, distant stations, on AC or DC. 


Research Makes rhe Difference 
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ANNOUNCED IN FEBRUARY 1975 
as an inquiry to be headed by leading 
Australian judge Sir John Nimmo, the 
official examination of Norfolk's fu¬ 
ture grew by May into a full-blown 
Royal Commission. 

The Commission sat for the first time 
Monday, July 7, on furniture borrowed 
from Admin because of late arrival of 
the Port de France. 

The public gallery in the museum 
building was crowded at first, but the 
Commission in its dying days drew only 
scattered houses. 

* A spectator pattern emerged immed¬ 
iately. 

English expatriates sat in the front 
row, islanders sat in the back seats. 

Sir John Nimmo approved the idea 
t>f broadcasting every day’s proceed¬ 
ings over Radio Norfolk. 

But a spate of threatened cancella¬ 
tions by witnesses who were not pre¬ 
pared to go on air caused a swift aban¬ 
donment of the plan. 

President of Committees Richard 
Bataille appeared early -- one of 
several appearances he was to make in 
following months, but this time speak¬ 
ing as a private individual. 

4 


Australian taxes? 

* -* 

Not wanted on N.l. 


He rejected the idea of Australian 
taxation and Australian social services, 
ideas often echoed by succeeding wit¬ 
nesses. 

fn fact. Sir John Nimmo noted later, 
evidence was that a majority of islan¬ 
ders didn't seem to want mainland 
benefits, and so the question of main¬ 
land taxes to pay for the benefits did 
not seem to arise. 

Former Magistrate Ernest S tar tin- 
Field strongly criticised the state of 
law and order on Norfplk, absence of . 

# p 

help from the Admin and the Austral¬ 
ian government and lack of welfare 

services, 

* 

Drink was a shocking problem, Mr. 
Star.tin-Field said, especially with 
teenagers. 

Witnesses ran short and it seemed the 
Commission was in trouble. 


The News laid it on the line in a 
strong editorial, questioning the for¬ 
mality of proceedings, the strong line 
taken by senior counsel and the Com¬ 
mission's apparently passive role in 
listening to opinions. 

As July neared an end, Sir John, 
usually sitting amiably listening and 
taking notes, suddenly revealed an iron 
hand. 


Sir John Nino was 

m 

m 

sosetlces tough 


* 

* 

Departing Bank of New South Wales 
manager Alan Veney was told loud and 
clear to produce facts and figures about 
tax avoidance companies, or take the 
consequences - - among them, having 
the bank's entire records sub-poenaed 

and carted down for the Commission 
to sort through. 

Councillor John Ryves drew gasps 

when he revealed the biggest company 

cheque he had seen on Norfolk was for 
$10m. 

He received permission to say in 
writing what he got out of the compan- 

IHHHiHUHHHHl 


Administrative Officer David Buffett 
delivered a paper on immigration, in¬ 
cluding a discussion of guidelines. 

In the end, it was a matter of yes- 
but-do-we-like-the-guy in the opin¬ 
ion of the Immigration Review Board, 
the Administrator and the Australian 


Government Minister - - and any of the 
latter able to over-rule any of die for¬ 
mer. * 

The controversial quarantine station 
proposal came back to life after a 


referendum defeat, with many witness¬ 
es saying they thought the voters mis¬ 
taken. 

After a week-long recess, the Com¬ 
mission was landed with a block-buster 
submission by Australian Capital Terri¬ 
tory Department's Permanent Secretary 
Lou Engledow. 

The Department, Mr. Engledow told 
the Commission in one totally i 
ing sentence, saw Norfolk as a sma 
Australian town. 




r 


Norfolk was costing Australia more 
than $2 million a year, Mr. Engledow 
estimated. 

The submission was constantly attac 


ed during die rest of the public hear¬ 
ings, some fire even coming from 
fellow-departments in Canberra. 

More than Norfolk's 90 laws-to-be 
were ensnared in red tape, it was 

learned, some delayed more than two 
years. 

A dm inis tra tot E. T. Pickerd s swan¬ 
song, delivered at the Commission, 
urged appointment of an island man- 
ager to run Norfolk, reporting to a 
Council with more authority. 

And Norfolk Island Airlines made 
its run for the big time with a plan to 

take over the Sydney-Norfolk run 

from Qantas, using an all-jet Fokker 
F.28. 

Retired oil engineer Gordon Duvall 
estimated there were billions of galr 
Ions of fresh water under the island, 
awaiting drilling. 

The mysterious Freedom Movement 
was revealed to be Mr. Startin-Field, 
Mr. Custance, Mr, Duvall, Mr. Fitz¬ 
gerald and Colonel Raymond Reeves. 


Nell Mclntyre f s 
views took two days 


The man described as the mid-wife 
of the companies boom, solicitor 
Neil HaUey McIntyre, took two days 
to tell the Commission the full story 
and The News thought the tale interest¬ 
ing enough to print in some detail, 
over three issues. 




Burns Philp told how it was 
squeezed by the Australian tax men, 
and how the company, trading at Nor¬ 
folk since 1897, was told tough 
when it protested. 

A submission by the Flora and Fauna 
Society was mainly concerned with 
anomalies in the immigration situation. 

Jean Mitchell, of Aunt Em’s, re¬ 
membered in the old days islanders 
never thought of borrowing money, 
even to start a business. 

She ran her guest house like an old 
island home, she said, 
no license, and her visitors picked 
vegetables, made jam 
picnics. 

The Australian Deparam 
cation dropped a bom 
September by saying island cl 
could be doing better, and 
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so under their care. 

Most islanders and many island organ¬ 
isations rallied strongly to the defence 

of Genual School. 

Qantas admitted, under pressure 
from counsel* that it didn't want to 
service Norfolk -- not with DC-4s 

anyhow. 

On figures produced by Qantas (and 
queried by some) the Norfolk/Sydney 
return fare would have to go up by 
120 per cent -- over $500 --to pro¬ 
vide the same return as a 707 could. 

And anyway 707s would be obsolete 
by 1980. 

The Commission took a break and 
moved to Canberra. 

The Department of the Special Mini¬ 
ster for State made a bid for control 
of Norfolk, replacing the Department 
of A. C.T., and was backed up by the 
Public Service Board. 

The Attorney-General's Department 
said Norfolk was Australian real estate, 
and Foreign Affairs backed them up 
and ur ged a straight takeover. 

The Australian Survey Office said 
Torrens Title was to be introduced in 
1976. 

A forestry expert warned that Norfolk 
could lock like Phillip one day unless 
something was done. 

Then the Commission batted the 
self-government ball back into Nor¬ 
folk Council's court, asking in some 


detail, "O.K., where's the money 
coming from?” 

Towards the end of the public hear¬ 
ings Council swung back vigorously, 
saying it didn't cost as much to run 
Norfolk as the Department of the A. C. T. 
said in ift submission. 

I he Department rallied skilfully say¬ 
ing maybe the original figures weren't 
quite right; as a matter of fact they 
were too low. 

Department of Social Security re¬ 
vealed that 23 people on Norfolk were 
drawing civil pensions, at a cost of 
$35, 500 a year, and added that all 
Australian Social Services would cost 
something like $i m. a year. 

Treasury urged if no taxes were 
paid then no social benefits should be 
handed out, and Taxation said the tax 
haven scheme was a racket it was still 
keeping an eye on, and was watching 
probate minimisation too. 

A spokesman for an Australian homo¬ 
sexual group told the Commission a 
branch of C.A.M.P. (Campaign Against 
Moral Persecution) was being formed 
on Norfolk, and had 15 members; and 
he added a few words in favour of 
legalising marijuana, already he said 
growing here wild. 

Former Administrator R.N. Dalkin 
said the Pitcairners had no head for 
business and urged abolition of his old 
post. . 


The Department of Tourism and 
Recreation warned Norfolk against 
pricing itself out of the holiday mar¬ 
ket, adding taxation was a danger. 
Professor Butland, author of the 
famous report of-1974 on Norfolk pros¬ 
pects, told the Commission it was all 
true and more urgent than ever. 

The Commission spelled again and 
returned to Norfolk November 17, say¬ 
ing this was positively the final appear - 
ance. igH 

Farmer Peter Custance took another 
look at Norfolk’s population figures and 
discovered that Pitcairners were still 
running the place, with an increasing 
majority of the population. 

Tourist operator Marie Bailey sub¬ 
mitted 10 pages of handwriting found 
among her father's effects, headed T, 
George Martin Frederick Young.... 
Chief Magistrate,..', purporting to tell 
of the gift of all Norfolk to the Pirc aim¬ 
ers, except for 700 acres of glebe land. 

Graham Hitchins of Norfolk Island 
Airlines, the Citizens’ Association and 
representing other groups, made yet 
another appearance, setting a Commis¬ 
sion record. 

At midday, Friday, November 21, 

Sir John Nimmo, counsel, the instruc¬ 
ting solicitor and Mr. Neil McIntyre 
exchanged compliments and said there 
were no hard feelings, and the hear¬ 
ings came to an end. 



The Manager, Dennis McCarthy, and Staff wish everyone 



Prosperous 




w 


Year 


In the new year, invest your surplus Hinds at up to 




Enquiries welcome 


Get with the Strength 

BANK COMMONWEALTH 
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EVERYONE WHO WANTED TO HAD A CHANCE TO PRESENT IOEAS, BELIEFS 
OR EVIDENCE TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION INTO NORFOLK ISLAND'S FUTURE 


AND ALL OF THESE INDIVIDUALS DID SO 


G. ^Aafjes 

B. Adams 
Boy Adams 
D. D. Adams 

Carol & George Adams 
D. G. Adams 

H. E. (Ma) Adams 
Tom Adams 

G. E. Anderson 
L. R. Anderson 
Pat Anderson 
John G. Anderson 
R.A. Bataille 
Allen V. A. Bataille 
Brian Bates 

A.S. Bathie 
Gwendoline Berganin 
Celia Bigg 
G. E. Brook 
Charlotte Bailey 
Marie Ann Bailey 

A. I* Buffett 
Alan Buffett 

I. F. Buffett 
Helen Buffett 

C. I. Buffett 
David Buffett 
Rod Buffett 

I. B. Boniface 
Prof. G.T. Butland 

J. F. Campbell 
Richard Chapman 
Eliza Clarkson 

J. L. Christian 

B. E. Christian-Bailey 


m * 0 


Ernie Christian 

.. Francis Laing 

E.T. Pickerd 

B.N. Christian 

Isa N # Lupton 

Grannie Quintal 

G* E. Christian 

G. Maskell-Smith 

A.J. Quintal 

N # Christian 

E.P. Middleton 

K.R. Quintal 

Frances Christian 

J.D. McIntyre 

Greg Quintal 

r, Custance 

N. H. McIntyre 

R. Quintal 

Rene van Cuylenborg 

A.L. McCoy 

B.W. Randall 

K. Davies 

Ian H. McGowan 

Wilf Randall 

Aileen Dickson 

M. P # E. Martin 

John Ryves 

G. Duvall 

C.J. (Teeny) Menzies 

Hazel E. Roach 

Ngaire Douran 

M. Mallett 

Gary Richards 

J.A, Davidson 

P. A. Magri 

W. A. Reilly 

R.N. Dalkin 

David McCoy 

m 

R.G. Reeves 

Bert Edward 

G.F. McCoy 

D.J. Rodgers 

Beryl Evans 

M # J. McCoy 

A.D. Sanson 

L. W.B, Engledow 

N. McCoy 

Barry Silburn 

Natalie Forester 

Daphne McGuinness 

H. Summerscales 

John H. Glover 

Alison McLeod 

E.A. Startin-Field 

R. Grube 

Jean Mitchell 

% 

E • R* Semple 

G. Hitchins 

B r yan Nunn 

. D. S. South 

K. P. Hooper 

R.H.H. Nobbs 

W.W. Sanders 

Dr. Henry B. Smith 

Mrs. S. E. Nobbs 

J.A. Selby 

J. B. Huckstep 

Mr. S.E. Nobbs 

Roy Smith 

Gil Hitch 

• Val Nobbs 

G. B. Skinner 

Merval Hoare 

KenJ. Nobbs 

Martin Smith 

J.F. Holm • 

W. N. Selby New bald 

A.D. Tavener 

J. Hooper 

A.L. Norman 

N.A. Tavener 

Max Inglis 

R.B. Nicholson 

H.L. Thomas 

Rick Irvine 

B.W. Nicolai 

K. Turton 

Thomas Jackson 

Leo P. O’Sullivan 

A. Veney 

Keith & Judy Jarvis 

A. Patterson 

* 

David Venning 

Meta Kienhuize-Blok 

J.D. Patterson 

• 

K.J. Welsh 

Tom Lloyd 

Phil Page 

A. Gordon Wallace 

Danny Lusk 

H.E. Payne 

J.W. Ward 

W.J. Lackey 

Enid Plant 

Elva M. C. Yager 

* 

IIORDS -- PLEASE BRING 

ERRORS TO OUR ATTENTION) 

Celia Yearn an 

lS DID ALL CF THESE ORGAN 1 SAT 1 ONS 



All Ucklun . 

Accommodation Proprietors 
Ansett Airlines 
Blood Transfusion 
Burns Philp 
Citizens Association 
Wivesjand Mothers 

Council I \ Ifll^KI 

C. W. A. 

.Chamber of Commerce 
Commonwealtii Bank 
Conservation Foundation 
Attorney General’s Department 
Department of Transport 
Department of Defence 
Department of Education 
Department of the Environment 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Department of Social Security 
Dep, Special Min. of State 


Department Tourism Rec. 
Department of Taxation 
Treasury Department 
Department of the Capital Territory 
Forestry Department 
Health Department 


Department of Immigration 
Electricity Undertaking 
East-West Airlines 
Flora & Fauna Society 
Freedom Movement 
V.F.W. Fokker 
Norfolk Island Hospital 1 * 

Norfolk Island Hospital Auxiliary 
Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
Hawker deHaviland 
Lord Howe Island Administration 
Bureau of Mineral Resources 
Bank of New South Wales: 


Norfolk Island Airlines 
OTC Australia 
. Post Office 
Qanras 

Registrar of Companies 

Registrar of Lands 

Royal Far West Children's Health 

Scheme 

Royal Australian institute of Archi 

tects 

Norfolk Island School 
South Pacific Hotel 
Survey Office 

Tasmanian Conservation Planning 

Department 
Telephone Service 
Travelodge . ; 

Wives & Mothers 
Younger Residents Movement 
N.I. Tourist Board 
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VITAL STATISTICS - THE MAIN HONAN EVENTS ON NORFOLK DURING 1975 


TWO DEATHS cast a shadow over 
the celebration of Christmas 1975* 

ft . 

Susan (Susie) Ye am an died on 
Christmas Eve and Percy William 
(Willie Boy) Quintal on Christmas Day 

Susan Yeaman (nee Allen) was 72 
when she died* 

She was born on Norfolk but lived 
in Australia for some years, returning 
home and marrying Eddie Yeaman 
after the Pacific War. 

She had a beautiful voice, and was 
a valued member of the Church ot 
England Choir, and sang at Island 
concerts. 

She leaves her husband and a sis ter, 
Mrs. Kath SnelL 

Percy William Quintal was born on 
Norfolk September 2, 1905, working 
in his younger days as a whaler. 

He went to Australia and spent some 
time on cattle stations in New South 
W ales and Queensland, joining the • 
A.I.F. on the outbreak of war. 

After peace was signed, he came 
home to Norfolk and built a house for 
iiis mother at Anson Bay. 

After she died, he lived there until 
his death with his sister Kate (Mattie) 
Quintal who survives him. 

Friends of Sydney architect John 
Fomberteau were also saddened by 
news of his recent death. He visited 
Norfolk many times with his family, 
and one of his fond hopes was to build 
a home on land they own, and live 
here. 


IN WEHO RI A H 

DEATHS. ON NORFOLK ISLAND IN 1975 

to December 29th 

George Albert Evans, January 22nd. 

Johan Jacobus Kienhuize, March 16th. 
Jessie Sinclair Wiseman, March 22nd. 
Ivens Satterfield Nobbs, April 10th. 
Gordon Roy Findlay, April 14th. 

James John Rynan, May 21st. 

William Tilly McCoy, September 10th. 
Jean Florence Spackman, November 2nd. 
Susan Mary.Yeaman, December 23rd. 
Percy William Quintal, December 25th. 



RESIDENTIAL status on Norfolk was 
granted to 17 people during 1975. 

They were Melba Bis grove, Ian Harris, 
Brenda Reed, Clarence and Anne Smith, 
Dorothy Durley, Eric and Bland Hunter, 
Francii GUlan, Allan and Joyce Dyer, 

Ada Forsyth Rod and Jill Karl 
id Joyce Middleton. 


T H E Y U 

WERE 

. * 

• MARRIED 

MARRIAGES ON NORFOLK ISLAND IN 
1975 to December 29th 


Steven Charles Headland and Yvonne 
Maureen Tattersall, January 6th. 
Marshall Shane McCoy and Patricia 
Mary Ryna,. January 8th. 

Anthony Oliver Palmer and Lynette 
Elsie Clearihan, February 11th. 

Ivens Francois Buffett and Shelley 
Lorraine Buffett, March 8th. ' 
Andrew W ayne Barr and Suzanne 
Margaret Wolfsbauer, March 22nd, 
Peter Martin Davidson and Alma 
* Lynette Buffett, March 19th. 

Allan David Tavener and Maureen 
Norah Cooper, May 10th. 

Kenneth Joseph Moresby Salt and 
Regina Nell Williams, August 9th. 
Ian Russell Watkins and Robyn Brown, 
August'30th. 

Neil Alexander T avener and Judith 
Raewyn Innes, October' 11th. ■ = 

Peter John Poole and Marilyn Shreeve, 
October 25th. : . ; 

Peter Bradshaw Rohl and Yvonne Joy 
Pickering, November 1st. 

Ronald John Green and Margaret 
Kaminski, December 8 th. 



BIRTHS ON NORFOLK ISLAND IN 1975 

to December 29th 






To Daryl and Ruth Coleman, a daugh¬ 
ter, Michelle Margaret, on January 
14th. 

To Brian and Helen Adams, a daughter, 
Kym Michele, on March'4Z6th. 

To Gaetan and Lorraine Boudan, a son, 
Yvan John, on April 22nd. 

To Peter and Natalie French, a son, 
Simeon, on May 4th. 

To Maurice and Dianne Bruce, a son, 
Nigel Jan, on May 15th. 

To Martin and Stephanie Griffin, a 
daughter, Jodie Elizabeth, on June 
1st. 

To Robert and Melinda Hassen, a son, 
Myles Stanley, on June 17th. 

To Tom and Sheila Grimshaw, a son, 
Jonathan Livingston, on July 2nd. 

To Bernle and Mary Christian-Bailey, 
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a son, Peter Edward,, on August 23rd. 
To Stephen and Judith Harris, a son, 

Christopher James, on September 3rd. 

To Kevin and Jan Christian, a son, 

Scott, on September 14th. 

To Wayne and Lyn Prentice, a daugh¬ 
ter on September 14th. 

To Steven and Michelle Buffett, a son, 
Kjel David, on September 10th. 

To Leslie and Susan Burke, a son, Aider) 
Leslie, on September 22nd. 

To Colin and Linda Berriman, a son, 
Michael Phillip, on October 6th. 

To Greg and Lorraine Corless, a son, 
Daniel James, on October 13th. 

To Rod and Jill Karl, a son, Sven Stuart 

on November 3rd. 

* * 

To Andrew and Susanne Barr, a son, 
Wayne Charles, on November 22nd. 
To Michael and Jennifer Sexton, a 
daughter, Ketherine Halcomb, on 
November 22nd. 


GRADUATED 

# ■* . .. I 

FROM 

SCHOOL 


SEVENTEEN YOUNG PEOPLE gradu¬ 
ated with the School Certificates 
from Norfolk Island Central School at 
the end of 1975. 

* * 

This was another 100 per cent pass 
rate. 

a 

Most students will continue their 
studies in Australia. 

Robert Adams plans to become a Re¬ 
frigerator technician. 

Darlene Buffett, Glyn Christian, 
Margaret Christian and Nancy Menzies 
will take day secretarial courses while 
Carolynne Douran joins the Bank of 
New South Wales in Sydney, 

Ann Freshwater will learn hairdres¬ 
sing also in Sydney. 

Going on to fifth form are Anna 
Christian, Marie Hillier, George 
Plant, Richard Robertson, Jimmy Tav¬ 
ener and Lance Wes lake. 

Michael Sanders has already joined 
the Royal Australian Navy. 

David Evans will undertake an 
apprenticeship, hopefully to become a 
motor mechanic. 

Gary Svendsen was working as a* 
storeman at Foodlands while he figured 
out what he would do in 1976. 

Tony Buffett was waiting to find 
out if he could attend a one week 
soccer school at Armidale'N.S. W. at 
the end of January, 

All going well, Tony intended go¬ 
ing to Britain to play. Otherwise, he 
said, he would go to New Zealand to 
join the air force. t 
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MOST COFORTABLE 





WISHES ALL NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLES 
TOGETHER WITH THE ISLAND'S HAPPY 

TOURISTS 

* 
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FRIENDS, YOU OWE YOURSELF A 
GENUINE ISLAND HOLIDAY. 

CONTACT YOUR TOURIST AGENT 
AND HAVE THEM BOOK YOU INTO 
HOTEL NORFOLK. YOU WILL GO 
HOME MOST RELAXED AND READY 
TO TAKE ON THE WORLD, BECAUSE 
YOUR PROBLEMS WILL HAVE COM¬ 


PLETELY FADED. 

IN THIS CHALLENGING FIELD OF 
TOURISM OUR COMPLETE ENDEA¬ 
VOUR IS TO MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY 
AN ENJOYABLE, SATISYING AND 
HAPPY ONE BECAUSE IT IS OUR 
BUSINESS TO DO SO. AS WE CER¬ 
TAINLY WANT YOU BACK. 


% 


* 

SWIMMING POOL 


if 



PHONE 
2 17 7 
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A LA CARTE MEA LS 


FISHING TRIPS 
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EDITORIAL 

WHILE 1975 WAS UNUSUALLY EVENTFUL for Norfolk, it 

* 

was a year that raised much larger questions than it an¬ 
swered. 

The Australian Government finally said what some 

people had thought for a long time -- that Norfolk Island's 
present form of administration is "outmoded and inappro¬ 
priate As a sound way of considering how the Island's 
form of government should be changed, Australia called 
(and paid for) a Royal Commission. The hearings were 
regarded sceptically by a few on the Island at first, but 
proved to be most healthy and informative. They were a 
zreat event, but the greater events lie ahead: Sir John 
Nimmo's recommendations, and the Government actions 
that will follow. 

The Island's "long-term” target for an ideal number 
of tourists has been set at 20, 000 a year. We got them 
in 1975, years ahead of forecasts. A great event, with an 
even greater question looming behind it: can tourist num- 

4 ■ 

bers be controlled, or will those who benefit from tourism 
(which means most people on the Island) always keep wan¬ 
ting just a little more, until we find we've gone the way 
of Hawaii? 

Norfolk Island Council worked harder in 1975 than 
ever before. There was week after week in which it was 
necessary for Councillors to attend just one more meeting, 
and then just one more, and to study reams of background 
information. A fine performance, for which we should 
all be appreciative. And behind it, a larger question: 
in the future, as Council responsibilities grow even more 
onerous, where will we find the men and women who 
have the ability, and are able to take the time, to handle 
them soundly? 


i'he Island's Public Service gave a fine account of 

itself in 1975. One of former Administrator E. T. Piek- 
erd's main objectives was to raise the pay, morale and 

performance of all Admin departments, and weld them 
into a real public service. His degree of success in doing 

this was one of 1975's important events. Again, larger 

* * 

questions present themselves: does Council have the 
strength to keep public service numbers and salaries in 
balance with the rest of Norfolk? Do our public servants 
have the strength of character - and it takes a lot - to 

keep the interests of the Island uppermost, and the inter¬ 
est of the public service in check? 

Unquestionably one of the big events of 1975 was 
Qantas's statements that in the long run it doesn't want 
to be flying anything but jumbo jets. The Island is in¬ 
debted to Australia for maintaining the DC-4 service 
until a more modern aircraft can begin serving Norfolk. 
What aircraft? Which airline? How much disruption to 
the peaceful environment here? What extensions to the 
airport? All large questions. 

Wilf Randall, speaking of an earlier generation on 

Norfolk, said to the Royal Commission, "When we were 

# 

children the manners and respect of the people were out¬ 
standing. It made a lifelong, lasting impression on my 
mind. The actual character and dignity of those people 
were absolutely something out of this world." 

' Norfolk will greatly benefit if it can show that kind 
of character and dignity as it deals with the questions 

1975 has left us. 

■ Hill III Ell ® i III mmm 

r 

To our readers, our many contributors, our adverti¬ 
sers and many other friends, thank you for the interest, 
support, patience and encouragement you gave the News 

in 1975. The paper couldn't exist without you. 
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Business & 


A SCOO, INTERESTING 


TEAR FOR BURNT PINE 


CHOPPING AND CHANGING in 
customs regulations kept Burnt Pine 
’duty-free" merchants on the hop in 
1975. 


In May New Zealand reduced its 
duty-free-entry list by saying residents 
could bring back a tape recorder or a 
radio, but not one of each. Duty¬ 
free admission of stereo equipment 
was also ended. 


And in December, new Australian 
regulations seemed to mean that Nor- 
folk would no longer have any real 
price advantage over mainland shops 
in selling small transistor radios and 
other portable electronic items. 

Tighter economic times and then 
devaluation in New Zealand didn't 


deter N.Z. tourists from visiting Nor¬ 
folk during the year, but it seemed to 
make them even more careful spen¬ 
ders than before. 



The growth in tourist traffic from 
Australia slowed down a bit, but 
when they gpt here, Aussies seemed 
quite happy to follow Prentice's ad¬ 
vice and go broke saving money. 

On the whole it was probably either 
the best or the second-best year on 
records for Burnt Pine shops, in spite 
of sharply higher local customs duties. 

But because the year's figures fail¬ 
ed to follow the "upward, ever up-ward” 
of recent years, commercial life 
seemed to many retailers to be more 
work and less joy. 

For the professional wing of the bus¬ 
iness community, it was a year of 
serious bumps and long night hours erf 
wondering what the future would hold. 

The Island's only legal firm, Mc¬ 
Intyres, was short of staff most of the 
year and was up to its ears in client 
work related to the Royal Commission. 
The work included a fair amount of 
volunteer effort by Neil McIntyre in 
advising residents about their submis¬ 
sions. The firm expanded into the 
accounting field, with accountant Bill 
Lackey heading the new venture* And 
while its tax-avoidance practice may 
have passed its boom days, probate and 
other legal problems and opportunities 
seemed plentiful. 

McIntyres lost Danny Lusk, who re¬ 
tired in June. The firm also suffered 


a passing but painful public image 
paroxysm when the police station set 



ommerce 




up new headquarters in the vacant 
half of the Douglas Drive office build¬ 
ing. 

The Island's two bank managers 
were ordered to produce figures on 
customer transactions for the Royal 
Commission, and they and their staffs 
burned midnight oil compiling them, 
and ran up Sydney phone bills that 
gladdened the OTC's heart. 

Unemployment figures zoomed in 
Australia, but on Norfolk it was next 
to impossible to fill a vacancy. 

A tremendous amount of anguish 
and hard work went into Chamber of 


Commerce activities, but as*the year 
ended the body seemed no more uni¬ 
fied or co-ordinated than it had the 


previous year. I H I I I 

The Accommodation Proprietors 
lost Max Inglis from their ranks when 
he worked out a deal to sell Tropique 
Apartments to Ray and Fran Brennan, 
but persuaded Max to stay on as presi¬ 
dent anyway. They met With tourist¬ 
booking dynamo Aileen Dickson late 
in the year, and had a friendly chat. 

The Island's lack of any business 
names registration caused some con¬ 
fusion for Air Norfolk, a name which 
Charlie Herman says wasn't sold to 
Ben Morrice, and which Ben Morris 
says wasn't sold to Charlie Herman* 
Bruce and Yoland Walker ceased 


managing the South Pacific Hotel and 
moved to management of Hibiscus 
flats. Steve and Fiona McMullen took 
over the managing of the South Pacif¬ 
ic, and earned hard-won, foot-fatigu¬ 
ing diplomas in the problems of island 
hotel operation when a band of wait¬ 
resses jacked up and left them to do 
a lot of the muscle work themselves 


until new staff arrived. 

Norfolk's real estate boom just si 
vanished. With the tax haven laws 


changed by Australia, and a ban on any 
new Enter-and-Remain permits for pros¬ 
pective migrants to the Island, land 
sales dwindled away and prices slid 
back to about half their level of a few 


years ago. The prices were still very 
high, for a young couple starting out. 

The application of Australian taxes 
to any Norfolk company with overseas 
shareholders put some operations at a 
disadvantage. One was Burns Philp, 
which earned only $23, 550 after tax 
on its local investment of over $400, 000; 
another was the South Pacific Hotel, 
which earned $23, 000 after tax on its 
investment of around $1 million. 


I here were some changes in Burnt 


Pine's frontier-town look. Burns Philp 
added a modern new facade to its 
main shop, and re-painted and modern¬ 
ised at Middlegate* it also got going 
well in hardware and builders' supplies, 
in its new side storefront around the 
corner from the main entrance. 


Cameralines pulled down its ailing 
awning and put up a new one, finally 
getting its new sign painted just in 
time for the big tourist season. 

The biggest visual change was the 
Admin's painting right-angle parking 
lanes along most of the shopping area 
of Taylor's Road. There were cries 
of "just like Sydney” and "they're 
ruining the place" from some merchants 
but within a few weeks it was hard to 
remember what it was like in the 


higgledy-piggledy parking days. 

The in-town Milton's, the Seiko * 
Shop, expanded out to the back, 
greatly opening up its display space, 
and changed the old Milton's into "The 

Bazaar", which handles exotic over- 

w * 

seas crafts, furniture and gifts. Arden 
Me Guinness got a nice new upstairs 
office out of that improvement. 

Judy Jarvis also got a nice new office 
at the Milk Bar, having earned it by 
a long stint running the place from a 
room about the size of most managers' 
desks. 

Billy Tins, the take-away food place, 
went empty during the year and still 
is. Jensen's newsageney compressed 
its space needs down to half, and 
Centre Point delicatessen opened up 
in the other half, bringing genuine’ 
big dill pickles and other delicacies to 
a waiting populace. 

Centre Point is operated by Nobbs & 
Inglis, which earlier had secured a 
Dairy Frost franchise and opened a self- 
serve ice cream parlour in Taylor’s Road 
near Rawson HalU The partnership al- 
’o got into Norfolk-scale food process¬ 
ing businesses, including making 
crinkle-cut chips, coleslaw and local 
ice-cream. 


Tony Mathys sold his nursery bus 
ess in behind the Bank of New 


Wales to Mr. and Mis. Hugh Sampson { 
but Tony continues to run .Swiss House 
Amy Bathie’s De Chesne's store 
became the only shop on the Island 
selling back issues of Norfolk stamps, 
and she continued her community- 
minded operation of marketing many 
goods including small producers* fruits 
and vegetables, and providing one of 
Norfolk'^ main centres for trading 
island news and political views. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 30 December 1 975 


26 

















WE WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR APPRECIATION TO 
THE IMPORTERS OF NORFOLK ISLAND, MEMBERS OF 
THE ADMINISTRATION STAFF, THE. MEN WHO SUPER¬ 
VISE AND CARRY OUT LIGHTERAGE OPERATIONS, 

m 

. • CUSTOMS, O.T.C. AND POST OFFICE STAFF, OUR 

W 

ASSOCIATES IN SYDNEY AND AUCKLAND, THE OF¬ 
FICERS AND MEN OF OUR SHIPS, AND THE MANY 

I 

OTHER INDIVIDUALS, AT NORFOLK ISLAND AND 

OVERSEAS, WHO HELPED MAKE 1975 THE YEAR IN 

* J 

*■ 

WHICH C.C.C. EARNED THE TITLE 



WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING EVEN MORE CLOSELY 
AND CO-OPERATIVELY WITH YOU IN 1976 

“v r « 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 



BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 ■ CABLES 'SHIPPING’ NORFOLK ISLAND ■ TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC s agents IN AUSTRAUA have your supplier ring CCC s agents in 

in Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney, Hetherington Kingsbury P/I, Phone 27.1671 









Norfolk 

HAD A CHAT with Pat Sanders at 
that lovely house in Stockyard Road 
just before she and Sandy left it. Re¬ 
grettably, as they both love Norfolk, 
they had to go back to the mainland 
because of Sandy's health. As you 
know, Hugh and Helen Sampson have 

bought their home. 

Pat told me she has a book full of 
recipes collected as a memento of 
friends in different parts of the world 
where she, not as a tourist, resided 
with husband Sandy. Bahrain in the 
Arabian Gulf was tiieir final 6-yea: 
posting by Cable and Wireless Limited, 
the British O.T.C. Sandy was General 
Manager for the Middle East whilst 
they lived in Bahrain, his area extend¬ 
ing as far as Beirut, Baghdad, Amman, 
Riyad in Arabia, Karachi in Pakistan 
and the Gulf States of Dubai, Doha 

and Muscat in Oman. 

Their Company bouse in Bahrain 
was in a date plantation with a tiny 
stream fed from a freshwater spring 
running through the garden. 

Many are the stories Sandy can tell 
about the different peoples - their 
customs and costumes; feast days and 
fast days - over 500 people were on 
the staff of theCable and Wireless area 
for which he was responsible. 

Many of the older Norfolk people 
will remember Sandy when he was at 
the Cable Station at Anson Bay as many 
as 50 years ago and also when, as a 
friend of the late Dr. Duke, he instal¬ 
led and serviced the first x-ray mach¬ 
ine and took the x-rays in the hospital 
then at Mission House, now Bishop's 
Court. 

Sandy always wanted to return to 
Norfolk Island and still thinks it is one 
of the loveliest spots in the world. He 
should know - his career took him for 
long periods to Auckland, Southport, 
Suva, Fanning Island, Manila, Djakarta, 
Jesselton, London, Malta, Aden, Zanzi¬ 
bar, Mombasa, Nairobi, Dar-Es-Saiaam 
in E. Africa, Hong Kong, Penang and 
Singapore where he met Pat. Pat had 
worked and travelled in nearly as many 
places as Sandy. Sandy's extensive ex¬ 
perience with world-wide communica¬ 
tions was recognized when, at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace, just prior to retirement, 
he was invested by Her Majesty The 
Queen with an O. B. E. 

Notwithstanding the excitement of 
new places and fascinating scenes, Pat 
says what she remembers most are her 
old friends; so, to get back to her reci¬ 
pes , she gives one which she adapted 
from fresh dates in Bahrain to straw¬ 
berries in Nairobi. She has tried it 
here with local fresh guavas and says 



LIVING 

THE 1975 GENERAL ELECTION 

by G.S. Hack. 

******* 

I HAVE NEVER watched a man be¬ 


lt is equally delicious with either red 
or yellow. 

GUAVA MOUSSE 

H large cups mashed guavas, all seeds 
removed 

2 desertspoons water, 

2 rt lemon juice 

3 teaspoons gelatine 
2 egg whites 

| cup castor sugar 
1 small cup cream 


Dissolve gelatine in the warmed water. 
Beat egg-whites until soft peaks appear, 
add sugar gradually until dissolved. 
Whip cream until stiff and fold into 
egg-white mixture. Add pulped fruit, 
lemon juice and gelatine and mix in 
quickly. Refrigerate in serving bowl 
or individual bowls. 

Well-sealed may be kept in fridge for 
several days. 

(With yellow guavas, the skin may be 
softened first by dipping in‘boiling 
water.) 



WITH SO MUCH Xmas about, not 


very much will be going in gardens, 
except for the harvesting of vegies, 
which are abundant this year. Flower 
gardens showing signs of the dry Novem¬ 
ber, that good rain coming too late for 
smaller plants, however shrubs are very 
well, and carrying good show o! blos¬ 
som. Lots of agapanthus and regal 
lillies making lovely show of blue and 
white. Don't forget to give plants of 
all sorts a good dusting or spraying, as 
caterpillars are fairly numerous this 
time of year; especially the ’Toper". 
Early morning is by far the best time 
to apply dusting, as it will cling to 
foliage which is dewy. 

Don’t forget to hoe around plants 
during these dry months? cultivation 
is very helpful. 

Put African Violets, where the hot 


sun will not be directly on the foliage, 
as they will quickly burn. All "indoors" 

will need extra watering at this time 
of yea: as they dry out quickly. Don’t 
forget to make a note of summer 
flowers you see to be prepared for next 
year’s, summer show. 

Please ask, through this column, 
about problems we may be able to 
help with. 


ing crushed and eaten by a boa-con¬ 
strictor, but the scene must have the 
same sort of horrible fascination as the 
sight of a great, historical political 
party crushed hopelessly to pieces and 
ejected at the end of the process as a 
mere name with a couple of million 
votes and a couple of dozen nondes¬ 
cript Members of Parliament attached 
to it. What does amaze me is that the 
Canberra political journalists can pro¬ 
duce a book like this and within a week 
of an election not merely have it prin¬ 
ted and distributed but even a copy in 
your reviewer's hands. 

Anybody can claim that the trium¬ 
phant Australian Labour Party, when re¬ 
turned to office after more than twenty 
years in the political wilderness, had 
the seeds of self-destruction well and 
truly sown and even sprouting within 
it. It had the infant party of Commu¬ 
nist sympathisers busy staking out 
ground leftwards for itself, the division 
between Whitlamites and Cairnsites 
breaking up the centre and the great 
and totally uncontrollable mass of the 
unions slitting the country's economic 
throat while at the same time shouting . 
"Patriotism” so loudly that nothing else 
could be heard. Mind you, when first 
elected to power after their twenty 
years in opposition both parties had 
the need for the refreshment of irrespon 
sibility, the main difference between 
the two being that the A.L. P. glutted 
their refreshment to the uttermost. 

Their three- years in office have been 
seen to have been totally incompetent 
with dishonesty rearing it’s envious head 
at every provocation. AD political 
parties have a lot of dirty washing, but 
it seems to be the fate of Socialist par¬ 
ties the world over to do their's in pub¬ 
lic while the Liberal, Conservative or 
. what-have-you parties have their’s 
done by a very competent and discreet 
laundress who would never dream of 
letting pictures of herself at the wash- 
tub be paraded in the public press. 

It's greatly to the credit of the Aust¬ 
ralian electors that they voted as they 
did, and were not brainwashed by the 
histrionics of the so-called Constitute u- 
al crisis into voting back into power a 
party who tried to make capital and 

amass sympathy from their sacking 
the previous month. Let's’all hope 
we can now look iorward to another 
twenty years of non-Labour rule. Not 
that party names mean that much in 
politics; the only two true names are 

the "ins" and the "outs". HENRY SMITE 
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SURELY IT's NOT the end of another 


year already. Each year seems to pass 
more quickly. Looking back over 1975 
though it's no wonder the time flies 
as there has been so much happening. 

What has struck me most of all about 
1975 is that despite the ever-rising cost 
of living the Norfolk Island community 
has still given open-heartedly and most 
generously to the various clubs and 
organisations on the Island. Remember 
the monster raffles held during the year: 
the Wives and Mothers Club Honda 
raffle, the Lions Club's fourth car 
raffle and the Leagues Club’s very pop¬ 
ular holiday raffle. Approximately 
$2, 000 has been raised on each occasion 
and has gone towards some community 
project. 

All ticket-holders of these raffles and 
their partners have enjoyed the ’'draw- 
nights'* which have taken the form of 
Prawn Nights or Supper Dances in Raw- 
son Hall. 

Raw son Hall has also been the scene 
of a number of fetes during the year. 

The Rotary Club's Paddy's Market raised 
just over $1, 000 and their very success¬ 


ful Village Fair and Telethon raised jqst 

over $8, 000 which helped the Club 
start Bonnie and Kik Quintal off on 
their tlightathon round Australia. The 
target was to raise $25, 000 for the 
Norfolk Island Hospital 

Many enjoyable evenings have been 
spent at the local hall which itself has 
received a face-lift (or floor-lift, I 
should say), Pat Patterson and his team 
did a splendid job of sanding and pol¬ 
ishing the floor. Believe it took them 
almost two days to remove all the 
chewing gum! 

Remember in particular the Bounty 
Ball, one of the best yet, which follow¬ 
ed a very successful Bounty Day. The 
re-enactment of the landing with every¬ 
one in period costume was most realis¬ 
tic -- Wilf Randall looked terrific 
dressed as Captain Denham, R.N. It 
was very heartening too to see so many 
dressed up. That was Monday the 9th, 
On the following Monday, Queen's 
Birthday, the A & H Society organised 
a Cross-Country Horse Race and Show 
Jumping Competition out at Simon's 
Water. Despite the rain it was a most . 
successful day. 

Another happy and joyful event was 
the Fancy Dress Frolic for the littlies 
organised by the Wives and Mothers 
Club, again held in Rawson Hall. The 
tremendous support, participation and 
interest expressed by the community 


Remembering the good rides 


we had this year 
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thinking of the 

good ones well have in the year ahead 

# 

TRAIL RIDE BOOKINGS: TOURIST BUREAU OR 2147 
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will ensure, 1 think, that this becomes 


an annual event; so set your thinking 
caps on Mums and Dads. The hall 
that night was a bright splash of col¬ 
our wii;i all the dilferent costumes. 

I particularly remember Grandma 
Reeves and the hugh silver coin! 

The Leagues Club has seen many 
happy occasions during 1975. Winton 
and William Sanders celebrated their 
21st birthday there with their family 
and friends. It was the venue for Pat 
Ryan and Shane McCoy's reception 
after their wedding out at the Mission 
Chapel. The directors of the Leagues 
Club have organised a number of en¬ 
joyable fish nights and the picture 
night on a Tuesday is very popular. 
Housie too has drawn large numbers on 
Monday and Thursday nights. 

Further down the road the R. S. L. 
with its renovated and extended club- 
rooms has provided many happy nights - 
sing-alongs, dances and fish and chip 
nights. 

The Bowling Club too has done its 
share of entertaining during the year 
with its popular barbecue and fish 
nights. In May the Club held its 14th 
Bounty Bowling Tournament and as 
always it was a most successful week 
with bowlers coming from New Zeal¬ 
and and all parts of Australia to join 
in the competition. 

I know I 've mentioned only a few of 
the year’s activities. There are many 
more - the annual A & H Show in Oct¬ 
ober, gymkhanas organised by the 
Equestrian Club, fun nights at the Golf 
Club - sometimes one has had a choice 
of about three functions one could attend 




flown and in between all these activit¬ 
ies residents have still had time to tend 
their gardens and do their housework. 

Or have they? 


NEWS MlnlAds 


for sale 


Local fish fillets available at 
DeChesne’s Store $1 lb. 


Couple wanted 

Responsible married couple required 
for live-in position on licensed 
premises. Must be fully experienced 
and capable in all facets of accom¬ 
modation management, kitchen, 
diningroom and bar work. 

Salary commensurate with experience 
and qualifications. Please apply in 
writing to Norfolk White Heron Lodge, 
P.O. Box 89, Norfolk Island, giving 
details of previous experience and 
positions held also enclosing copies 
of references. Written applications 
only for initial consideration. 
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aars Norfolk ’ 


ONE OF THE unique aspects of liv¬ 
ing on Norfolk Island is that all of us 
are here because we want to be. 

Many on the Island went to great 
pains and sacrifice to arrange their 
lives so they could live here. Others 
were bom here, moved away but were 
called 'home*. Others, born here, 
have never left and don't want to. 

i 

We all have a common base to work 
from, and share our existences on; a. 
love of this Island in the Pacific. 

There is a bitter sweet ness, a yin 
and yang about the Island. It is hard 
to put into words. Visitors don't 
comprehend it, and we ourselves are 
frustrated by it while at the; same time 
charmed by it. One thing for certain 
is that we all know that the things we 
do, both easy and hard, all have to do 
with living our own lives. Each aspect 
of life here has to do with real life. 
When a shipment of goods arrives 
smashed to smitherines we know it 
was because the seas were high and 
men risked their lives to bring our 
goods ashore. There are no weak 
apologies from a stranger over the tele¬ 
phone blaming the shipping line or the 
anonymous, careless wharfies and tel¬ 
ling you to fill out form 00269M, 
which will be dealt with by so and so's 
agents. 

One could go on about Norfolk's dis¬ 
parities and dichotomies - some serious 
and soul searching, some just down¬ 
right funny. As so much of this issue 
of the News is a serious review of the 
past year, let's recall funnier aspects 
of the yin and yang of Norfolk life. 

— Having more tomatoes in your 
vegie garden than you can possibly 
pick, preserve, or give away and yet 
being enticed into the food shops by 

displays of huge polythene bags of 
them. 

— Forgetting to turn off the hose 
that fills the cattle trough, and re¬ 
membering it five hours and 300 gal¬ 


lons of water later, just after you've 
decided you could get through another 
summer without drilling for a bore. 

— Finding a perfect, gargantuan 
specimen growing in your garden two 
weeks after the A.& H. show. 

— Sleeping in on the morning the 
plasterer finally called round to fix 
the kitchen ceiling, and missing him. 

. — Waving to everyone coming to¬ 
wards you on the way to town except 
one person who turns out to be your 
neighbour. 

— Calling on a friend who lives 
on the other side of the Island and not 
finding her at home; but when you get 
home discovering she's cal led on you. 

— Ending up with two copies of 
every P M, Norfolk Islander and Thurs¬ 
day's Australian because your hus¬ 
band had the same idea when he was 
in town. 

— Setting a decorative table for 
dinner guests on the quiet side of the 
verandah ten minutes before a wind 
change makes it impossible to sit out¬ 
side. 

— Reading that there was fresh 
fish fillet for sale at $1.00 per pound 
in several shops and not being able to 
find any on the day you're entertain¬ 
ing mainland V.I.P's. 

--- Invariably forgetting the hours 
the fish-n - chip shop's open and al¬ 
ways ending up there on Tuesday even¬ 
ing with a ravenous hunger. 

— Thinking it only takes 10 min¬ 
utes at the most to get to the airport 
from your house (when in fact it takes 
2 0) and missing waving to your visit¬ 
ors as they come across the tarmac, 
barely getting there in time to help 
them with their luggage, 

--- Losing your computerised bank 
statement and David Jones bill some¬ 
where between the gear box and the 
driver's seat. 

— Being frustrated every morning 
by the pompous ABC "News" broad¬ 


casts which tell nothing but the move¬ 
ment of Ambassadors to Asurbyjan 
and the evacuation of civilians from 
Wobatchuma, 


— Waiting 6 months for a part 
for the fuel stove, only to find it's 
for a different model when it arrives. 


--- Hearing on die morning's local 
news that your area will have no elec¬ 
tricity that morning when you're ex¬ 
pecting a big order for the deepfreeze. 

Norfolk is the place where some 
people buy Volvos and Mercedes but 


can t arive tnem tanner tnan head¬ 
stone or Anson Bay- where we buy 
exotic perfumes cheaply but the tops 
rust - where we spend thousands on a 
new house but have a flash hot water 
heater above the kitchen sink to save 
gas - where we can buy Jaeger clothes, 
jewels and heady perfumes but spend 
most of our time in simple cotton dress¬ 
es and slacks - where there are cows 


all over the Common but we import 
beef from New Zealand and Australia - 
where one of our main sources of re¬ 
venue is from stamps and yet we hap¬ 
pily drive 3 miles to collect our mail 
where there is the world's most beauti¬ 
ful scenery and yet photos have to go 
to Brisbane to be developed - where 
all your friends envy your lazing about 
on a South Pacific Island but you*% r e 
never worked harder in your life - 
where people come for holidays to 
get away from it all' but where you 
can't get away because you're too busy 
(and besides who'd feed the chooks and 


water the garden) - where we picnic 
peacefully among the ruins of one of 

the worst convict settlements in the 
world's history - where we make 
guava jelly, to have plenty for our 
tables for the year, but give it all 
away - where people come to get 
well, but we have to leave when we're 


very sick — 

Who can say what it really is about 
this beauteous isle? 

Whatever it is, it unites us all. 
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